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LEGAL NOTICE

BOMA International has developed this publication as a
service to the real estate and construction industries, the
design professions, and to the public. Use of this publication
is voluntary and should be undertaken after an independent
review of the applicable facts and circumstances of the
particular projects. Although BOMA International has made
all reasonable efforts to present comprehensive and accurate
information, NO GUARANTEES OR WARRANTIES, INCLUD-
ING ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MER-
CHANTABILITY OR FITNESS ARE MADE ARE MADE WITH
RESPECT TO THIS PUBLICATION BY BOMA INTERNA-
TIONAL, ITS OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, EMPLOYEES OR
AGENTS, WHO ALSO ASSUME NO LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE ACCURACY OF THE PRESENTATIONS, COM-
MENTS, OR OTHER INFORMATION IN THIS PUBLICATION.
IN ADDITION, NO LIABILITY IS ASSUMED AND ALL
LIABILITY IS EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMED FOR NEGLIGENCE
OR DAMAGES OF ANY KIND, ANY DECISIONS, CON-
TRACTS, COMMITMENTS, OBLIGATIONS OR ANY OTHER
ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN OR MADE ON THE BASIS OF
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS PUBLICATION.
This document has important legal consequences and
independent consultation with an attorney is advised and
encouraged with respect to execution and modification.

Copyright ©2008 by BOMA International. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed
in any form or by any means, or stored in a data retrieval
system, without prior written permission of the publisher,
BOMA International.

ISBN: 978-0-9778587-1-2

Special Note

This American National Standard is a national consensus
standard developed under the auspices of the Building
Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) International and
certified by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI),
of which BOMA International is a member and ANSI Certified
Standards Developer. Consensus is defined by ANSI as “sub-
stantial agreement reached by directly and materially affected
interest categories. This signifies the concurrence of more than
a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus
requires that all views and objections be considered, and that
an effort be made toward their resolution.” BOMA International
obtains consensus through participation of its members,
associated groups, and public review. Contact the Director

of Codes and Standards at BOMA International to:

a. Participate in the next review of this or any other
BOMA International standard,

b. Offer constructive criticism for improving the Standard,
c. Permission to reprint portions of the Standard, or

d. Register any inquiry concerning this Standard or any
other BOMA International standard.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop
standards and will in no circumstances give an interpretation
of any American National Standard. Interpretations of Gross
Areas of a Building: Standard Methods of Measurement
(ANSI/BOMA Z65.3-2009) may be obtained through the
“Floor Measurement Standards Interpretations” in the Quick-
Link section on the BOMA International website home page
at www.boma.org. Interpretations are provided by BOMA
Recognized Floor Measurement Standards Interpreters. No
person shall have the right or authority to issue an interpreta-
tion of this American National Standard in the name of the
American National Standards Institute nor in the name of
BOMA International except by BOMA Recognized Floor
Measurement Standards Interpreters.

Copyright © 2009 by BOMA International. All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a data retrieval system, without prior written permission of the publisher, BOMA International.

iii TO AVOID MISINTERPRETATION, THIS PAGE SHOULD NOT BE USED WITHOUT THE COMPLETE DOCUMENT
COPYRIGHT © 2009 BY BOMA INTERNATIONAL. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BOMA wishes to extend its appreciation to those individuals
who contributed to the development of this standard.

Kent Gibson
Zions Securities Corporation
Salt Lake City, Utah

Bill Tracy, AIA, MBA, NCARB
Building Area Measurement LLC
Denver, Colorado

Dennis Calvert, AIA
The Korte Company
Highland, lllinois

Dave Collins, AIA
The Preview Group, Inc.
Cincinnati, Ohio

Patrick Connelly
Matrix Development Group
Monroe, New Jersey

Ted Eedson

Pilot Facility Management Consulting Inc.

Ottawa, Ontario

Adam Fingret
Extreme Measures, Inc.
Toronto, Ontario

Tery Finigan
Stevenson Systems, Inc.
Laguna Niguel, California

Michael Goodman
BOMA of Greater Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

Rebecca B. Hanner, CPM, RPA
Colliers Pinkard
Raleigh, North Carolina

Jim Jonas
REDICO Management
Southfield, Michigan

Jeff Laass
NAI NP Dodge
Omaha, Nebraska

Bruce Lyman
City Creek Reserve, Inc.
Salt Lake City, Utah

Ron Malmfeldt
Southwest Realty Advisors, Inc.
Burbank, California

Joe McDonnell
American Building Calculations
Land O Lakes, Florida

Bert Parfet
Planimetron, Inc.
Denver, Colorado

Bill Partridge
BOMA Calgary
Calgary, Alberta

Steve Peters
U.S. General Services Administration
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Jody Resnick
Pace Compumetrics, Inc.
Woodland, California

Fraser Rowe
American Building Calculations
Land O Lakes, Florida

Jim Safranek, AIA
Callison Architecture
Seattle, Washington

Peter Stevenson
Stevenson Systems, Inc.
Laguna Niguel, California

Jim Tostado
Hibiscus Investments
San Diego, California



Floor measurements for buildings are an integral part of any
management or ownership regimen. Floor measurement
standards provide those involved in the real estate industry
with the ability to communicate and compute on a clear and
generally uniform basis. Another contribution of a standard is
that it allows the comparison of values on the basis of a gen-
erally agreed upon method of measurement. Gross Areas of
a Building: Standard Methods of Measurement (ANSI/BOMA
765.3-2009) is intended to address the content of this stan-
dard’s title.

Over the past few years, the requests made to BOMA for
floor measurement standards for other forms of occupancy
including industrial, retail, multi-residential, mixed-use, and
campus-style facilities have increased significantly. Further,
the real estate industry has witnessed, over the past decade,
the increased mixing the types of building occupancy for
the purpose of enhancing their usefulness to tenants, their
appeal to the community, and their value to the owner. As

a result of this colliding of building occupancies, there is a
greater need today for more comprehensive floor measure-
ment standards for all types.

The development of new floor measurement standards by
the Building Owners and Managers Association International
(BOMA) and industry partners who ally themselves with

this effort promises to provide to the real estate industry
measurement benchmarks for all types of facilities. The
recent initiation of work on these standards, the first of which
is the Gross Areas of a Building: Standard Methods of Mea-
surement (ANSI/BOMA Z65.3-2009), will advance not only
the common understanding of how facilities can and should
be measured but will also promises to be a very innovative
and value-added initiative in the real estate industry.

Real estate professionals universally are familiar with BOMA's
Standard Method for Measuring Floor Area in Office Build-
ings, most recently updated in 2009 and retitled Office Build-
ings: Standard Methods of Measurement (ANSI/BOMA
765.1-2010). This longstanding, marquee publication of
BOMA has provided the basis for leases and other manage-
ment purposes since 1915, and it has been revised 9 times
with revisions being made to keep pace with building design
and leasing trends. The acceptance and use of this standard
by the real estate industry signifies the trust that the industry
has placed in BOMA's shepherding the development of floor
measurement standards, hence, BOMA's role in their devel-
opment.

BOMA extends appreciation to its Standard Method of Floor
Measurement Committee and its Gross Area Measurement
Task Force for developing this standard. Appreciation is
particularly extended to William Tracy, AlA, the task force chair,
for his dedication and contributions in bringing Gross Areas
of a Building: Standard Methods of Measurement to reality.



SECTION 1: SCOPE

These methods are intended for application to buildings
containing all types of occupancies, including office, retail,
industrial, single and multi-unit residential, hospitality,
entertainment, and institutional buildings, both private

and public. They can be applied to both new and existing
buildings containing single or multiple stories that are either
owner occupied or leased to one or multiple tenants. They
are not intended for application to site improvements other

than buildings.

These measures of gross area not only serve the interests

of property owners and managers but also, because they

are succinctly defined, may appeal to others like facility
managers, brokers, appraisers, assessors, lenders, insurers,
developers, construction and design professionals, and others
who need an unequivocal, direct measure of the physical size

of a building.



