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Current Holders of RN 3-1991 

The NEMA Codes and Standards Committee has reaffmed RN 3-1991 , "Product Identzjìcation Numbers 
for Metallic Tubular Conduit Products for Use with Bar Coding and Electronic Data Interchange 
Applications. '' 

The new designator for this standard is RN 3-1991 (R2002), "Product Identzjìcation Numbers for Metallic 
Tubular Conduit Products for Use with Bar Coding and Electronic Data Interchange Applications. '' 

Please insert the attached revised title page into your standard. 
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NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 

The information in this publication was considered technically sound by the consensus of 
persons engaged in the development and approval of the document at the time it was 
developed. Consensus does not necessarily mean that there is unanimous agreement 
among every person participating in the development of this document. 

The National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) standards and guideline 
publications, of which the document contained herein is one, are developed through a 
voluntary consensus standards development process. This process brings together 
volunteers and/or seeks out the views of persons who have an interest in the topic covered 
by this publication. While NEMA administers the process and establishes rules to promote 
fairness in the development of consensus, it does not write the document and it does not 
independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy or completeness of any information or 
the soundness of any judgments contained in its standards and guideline publications. 

NEMA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature 
whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory, directly or 
indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, application, or reliance on this document. 
NEMA disclaims and makes no guaranty or warranty, express or implied, as to the 
accuracy or completeness of any information published herein, and disclaims and makes 
no warranty that the information in this document will fulfill any of your particular purposes 
or needs. NEMA does not undertake to guarantee the performance of any individual 
manufacturer or seller?s products or services by virtue of this standard or guide. 

In publishing and making this document available, NEMA is not undertaking to render 
professional or other services for or on behalf of any person or entity, nor is NEMA 
undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to someone else. Anyone 
using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as 
appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of 
reasonable care in any given circumstances. Information and other standards on the topic 
covered by this publication may be available from other sources, which the user may wish 
to consult for additional views or information not covered by this publication. 

NEMA has no power, nor does it undertake to police or enforce compliance with the 
contents of this document. NEMA does not certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or 
installations for safety or health purposes. Any certification or other statement of 
compliance with any health or safety-related information in this document shall not be 
attributable to NEMA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the 
statement. 
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Foreword 

At the time of preparation of this Standards Publication, it was evident that there was an increasing move 
in the electrical industry toward the use of the Universal Product Code (vpc) product identification system 
in all types of business communications media (verbal, written, bar code and Electronic Data Interchange 
[EDI]). The product identification system presented in this document is based on the UPC system. 

The UPC system provides for an eleven digit character string. The string consists of a six digit 
manufacturer’s number assigned by the Uniform Code Council plus a five digit item identifier assigned by 
the manufacturer. These eleven digits uniquely identify a manufacturer’s product. Depending on the specific 
bar code system to be used, this number may be preceded by additional characters or followed by a check 
digit. 

With the growing use of the UPC numbering system in the industry and the desire for item identification, 
it became apparent that in order to serve the needs of customers of the electrical industry, some type of 
standardization of the five digit item identification numbers for conduit products was desirable. The 
numbering scheme set forth in this publication was established by the Steel Rigid Conduit and EMT Section 
of NEMA and is intended to fulfill the need for unique identification of the manufacturer as well as the 
need for uniform item identification. 

In the preparation of this Standards Publication, input of users and other interested parties has been sought 
and evaluated. Inquiries, comments, and proposed or recommended revisions should be submitted to the 
concerned NEMA product subdivision by contacting the: 

Vice President, Engineering Department 
National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
2101 L Street, N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
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Scope 

This Standards Publication sets forîh item identification numbers for metallic tubular conduit products. 
The products covered are Galvanized Rigid Conduit (GRC), Electrical Metallic Tubing (EMT), Intermediate 
Metal Conduit (IMC), Galvanized Rigid Aluminum Conduit, including elbows, threaded couplings and 
nipples customarily furnished on or with the conduit. 

The numbers listed are intended to cover like products produced by multiple manufacturers on a repetitive 
basis. 

The identification numbers are intended for use in bar coding, EDI, and other business communications. 
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